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Introduction

o priniiive and romote oy, today consizutes o
™

1 and oul
Litary cperations uilL profoundly handicap the fubure ashieveseat of economic
i poitieal stabiity 1h Lace

Terratn

r Laos 18 presimtoastly rigged smd socalacus with relgtiTely

srall plateaus, minly of linestone, are bounded by precipitous scarps

South of these northern highlands and extending in a rorthvest-southeast
direction o the southern border of 1aos 1s the Bountainous belt known
e Teot @

short, mar
Shea fave pontlor siopes and
sore open. Consequently, miltsary Eovcoent achoss he Soumtetns 1o coster
ron vest vo sast, thas in the oppostte airectt

e ehief arens of relastvely levol surtace in Laos are foud on two
a Ninh a

South Vie topeu in Laos
Which vill connect vith the route fron Pakse that crosses the Plateau des. Bolovens.

s the most Lmportant are those ceatered on Savaamalhet
bt 1t 1o Jargely ovem and arsh covered. The rail 1ine from Tanghok terainaies
% Hon ot Tomiant, across the siver rom the Vien

 monsoonal climate with pronounced vet and dry seasons and relatively

Crperienced ot media elevations not only 1n Jamiary bat a1t Guring toe Tainy

Approved For Rel

ary season, the average montl
oF Tass, et heary raino -uwma with
Conie ey e ehcustondiiy in Oetober o Hveate

precipitation 1o

Yoot than 1 fnch throughout mch
s that Senike.the Vicwammese

ucing the ratny sensen, Flooded rivers overtios thelr banks, the growmd

mprove, and good flying veather

oaivates rosghoss sort of Tace rron November tortugh Vorch.  ALihough
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norning fog and Mage aro comon, particularly i the wlleys, they genorally

erachin, & seasen of frequent and persistent low ceilings and drizzle.

Vegetation

ural vogetauion of st of Tace, comblnet vith rugged terratn, croates

are largely grass
Tont 1 She past e poch s Sucted vo sative lashoana-burh agrlenit
mmgum

hougn Tace hae an catinated popuation of only 2,000,000 (19%), it o

m;nms@m minorities inelude an estimmted 15,060-3,000 Vistraneso and

e dtstribution of the mjor ethuic groups is
1a0 and other Tai groups Lnhabit the loviands, mainly
ound at. higher clevations. The non-
Lstically 1ive st higher elevations, (n the moinialns or cu the high plateaus.
The Kna and the Yao ususlly live st elevations up to 3,000 feet; the Meo
Tibeto-Burmns, above 3,000 fet. Th Viewmamee axd Chinese are goere o
Zound in urban areas. According to & 1957 report, there vere 10,000 Vietranese

China ncross the border into northern Laos.

e Tinguistie sttavion 1s cquilly complex, vith sl of the mior
Uneuiatie stocks of Sout e Tl inguistic
B mateatsy - lvumeity the oot rportunts 15 reprasested 3y many
ialects, and subdialects, including [ao - the official language

v

ttans, copeoiariy menbers of fno ainority Sroupe, pesk 2 o cven 3 JanguagEa-

herent in such ethnographic complexity is the veakenlng affect 1t has on
national solidarity. Although individual minority groups are sell, collectively
e

aati-goverament, propeganda.

TR e T 1o used o refer to sesbers of the otimie subgzo wd the

ters "Tal" to.the Larger thaic grou, which includeo the lao and & musber of
et o Citizens o E citivens

T Toniiand. e degtavions Ros Tolt (ut Do)y "Mhite Tad” (foi oy and

Black Te1" (fai Dun) apply o three tribal grows Gistinmished on the vacis of

the color of the clothes traditionally worn by the
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e official urd dostnant faith of the Kingic of Laos Ls Therawads

Hinayana) Duddhion, it 1t 5o Bl

and other trival the

Lacoiogy, Dukihion viil probably not be meh of & bulvark againet
3¢ 310 casentislly passive nature. Purthernore, Commmisa reportedly

made sose inroads ‘the Buddhist

Communtst Pathet Lao, was minister of rellglon for laos in

Eeonony

Taos 1o an agricultural country; industry 1o virtwally nonexistent. The
Lao and other people in the lovland valleys cultivate paddy (vet rice) as thetr
principal crop. Three min varieties of ralny-season rice

variety planted in June and harvested in egular pa
Vay and June and harvested tn Noveaber and becember) and & ate-ripening oriety

planted in June but not, maturs Late Decenber or Jan
of the Bill trives practice "rai’ agriculture, which entails slash-and-
clearing of wooded ercas, folloved by dry rice cultivation. Rainfall is relied
sh the necessary motsture for the hillside crops, und no
built arousd the fields. Dry rice is p} at
s rrested in the Tull, e Yeos also practice “rai sgricultare 1n
geouing of oplum poppies. Almost the Laotian peoples depend upor

Tt ana Fishing v Popplenant fare
Transportation

Transportation and commnication facilibies in Laos are inadequate oven
under ideal veather conditions. Their linited ubility is even further curtailed

auring e 08 has 1o rail 1ines and caly a very linited number
of roads. Few stretches of the roads can be used the year r
vehicles of all types; consequent] or_traffic 1o groatly restricted or
os: ratny season. (See Map 28213 and Tra: ion Notes for
. on of roads in Lace, and roads and rail lines in North Vietnam.)
Ponics, aninal-dra , and coolies are widely use cargo over the
trails and tracks, particularly in the interior of the count
use of even these pr: 5 of transport Lo linited during the rainy

season by Tloods, md, and landslides. (See Transportation Notes, IIL.
Logistic Capabilitics)

of the rivers of Iaos are also important arteries of travel, at least
1y; and the larger ones have even been used in military operations. ALthough
the N

the vast majority of the rivers in Laog are wi 4, most of
o e e
North Vietnan to the Gulf of Tonkin.
1y increased
o5). P
Tn the area

the Plateau du

Tran Ninh, 16 Lasts fron Augus

Because of Linited gromd and river srengportation facilitics, air traveport
16 extrese: tant, often the only means of Supplying remote areas.
conditions, novever, pirticularly n the rainy sesson, can severely it uir
cperations both ty lterfering vith actual Tylng und by rendering o
natural-surface airficlds Gooc W BT 1ok Socation’of aierieis.)
Effect on Military Operations

Factors o mlitary guogrupy suggeet Sat gureilia wctics Wi, o

The capanility Of native r00ps S0 Live parbialiy or SotaLly off the. land-
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